Gingerbread, But Make It Art!
Competition Rules & Guidelines
Get creative, get competitive, and think beyond the traditional gingerbread house! Gingerbread, But Make It Art! challenges participants to transform gingerbread and other edible materials into an original work of art.
Entries may be traditional houses, architectural creations, sculptures, famous artwork interpretations, local landmarks, abstract works, or something completely unexpected.
Important Dates
Entry/Registration Deadline: Friday, December 1, 2026
Completed Entries Due to BAGA: Friday, December 4, 2026
Cookie Walk & Gingerbread Competition: Saturday, December 5, 2026
Gingerbread Gallery on Display: December 5–9, 2026
Entry Pickup: Thursday, December 10, 2026
All entries must be fully completed and delivered to BAGA by December 4 to be included in the competition and displayed during the Cookie Walk.
General Rules
1. Size
· Each entry must be displayed on a sturdy base no larger than 12" x 12".
· All elements of the creation must remain within the 12" x 12" base.
· There is no required minimum size.
2. Edible Materials
· At least 80% of the visible finished creation must be made from edible materials.
· Gingerbread, cookies, crackers, candy, cereal, pretzels, fondant, chocolate, icing and other edible materials are encouraged.
· The entry does not need to be intended for human consumption.
· The 12" x 12" display base is not included when determining the 80% edible requirement.

3. Structural Supports
· Limited non-edible structural supports may be used when necessary for stability.
· Examples include toothpicks, skewers, wire, cardboard or other concealed supports.
· Non-edible structural materials should be primarily concealed within the finished piece whenever possible.
· Styrofoam or other materials may not be used as the primary visible form and simply covered with edible materials.
4. Gingerbread Requirement
· Gingerbread must be a significant and recognizable component of the finished creation.
· Participants are encouraged to use gingerbread creatively—it does not have to take the form of a traditional house.
5. Originality
· Entries should be created specifically for the competition.
· Kits and pre-made gingerbread pieces may be used as a starting point, but entries should demonstrate significant original design, alteration and decoration.
· Completely pre-assembled or professionally produced commercial gingerbread creations are not eligible.
6. Construction & Delivery
· Entries must arrive at BAGA fully assembled and ready for display by Friday, December 4.
· Minor repairs may be made at drop-off, but BAGA cannot guarantee workspace or supplies.
· Entries must be sturdy enough to remain on display through December 9.
· Participants are strongly encouraged to consider transportation when designing their creations. If you can't get it through the door in one piece, you've probably gone too far!
7. Lighting & Moving Elements
· Battery-operated lights or moving elements are permitted.
· No electrical cords, open flames, candles or heat-producing elements are allowed.
· Batteries and mechanical components do not count toward the edible portion of the creation and should be concealed whenever possible.
8. Appropriate Content
· Entries must be appropriate for a general public and family audience.
· BAGA reserves the right not to display an entry that contains inappropriate, offensive, dangerous or unstable materials.
Competition Divisions
Business Division — $200
Open to businesses, organizations and professional teams.
Artist Division — $20
Open to individual artists and creative professionals.
Family Division — $15
Open to families creating an entry together.
Participants may enter only one division per creation.
Judging
Entries will be evaluated on:
· Creativity & Originality
· Artistic Design
· Craftsmanship
· Creative Use of Edible Materials
· Overall Presentation
Judges are encouraged to reward imagination and creativity rather than simply technical perfection.
People's Choice
Cookie Walk visitors will have the opportunity to vote for their favorite gingerbread creations on Saturday, December 5.
Awards
This isn't your typical gingerbread competition! We're celebrating imagination, creativity, and a little holiday magic.
All entries, regardless of division, will have the opportunity to receive special recognition in fun categories such as:
· Gingerbread Masterpiece Award – For a creation that wows with its overall artistry and originality.
· Most Creative Concoction – For an imaginative, unexpected, or wonderfully unusual creation.
· How Is That Even Gingerbread?! – For a creation that pushes the boundaries of what gingerbread can become.
· People's Choice Award – Let the community decide! Cookie Walk visitors can vote for their favorite creation on December 5.
Award categories and the number of awards presented may vary based on participation.
Whether you're a seasoned artist, a business team, or a family having fun together, everyone has a chance to be recognized.
We're celebrating creativity, not perfection!
Display & Pickup
All accepted creations will be featured in BAGA's Gingerbread Gallery during the Cookie Walk on December 5 and will remain on public display through Wednesday, December 9.
Entries must be picked up from BAGA on Thursday, December 10.
Participants should understand that gingerbread and edible materials naturally change, crack, soften or deteriorate over time. BAGA will make reasonable efforts to protect entries but cannot be responsible for breakage, deterioration, melting, collapse or other damage.
BAGA staff may remove an entry from display if it becomes unstable, unsafe or unsanitary.
Entries not picked up by the designated deadline may be discarded.
Most Important Rule
This is an art competition, not a baking competition. Entries will not be tasted or consumed by judges or visitors.
Push the limits. Be imaginative. Have fun.
A gingerbread house is welcome—but a gingerbread masterpiece is even better.
